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Health  Department, 

86  M a ison  Dieu  Road. 

Dover. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dover  : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1969. 

It  was  a year  not  without  its  problems,  especially  insofar  as  staffing 
was  concerned  and  this  particularly  in  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  section 
where  the  growing  demands  of  the  port  health  branch  of  the  work  made 
serious  inroads  on  the  inspectorial  man-hours  available  for  town  work. 
But  the  year  passed  without  undue  incident  and  by  its  end  the  implementa- 
tion of  the  proposals  for  the  inspectorial  stalf  review  was  in  hand  as  a result 
of  which  it  was  hoped  that  the  more  urgent  objectives  of  the  Department, 
particularly  in  the  field  of  food  hygiene  enforcement  and  education,  could 
be  fully  and  more  easily  attained. 

Although  purely  local  vital  statistics  and  rates  are  of  ever-decreasing 
value  and  significance  they  are  quoted  in  the  usual  form  in  this  Report  to- 
gether with  those  of  the  previous  two  years  for  comparative  purposes. 
Population  : The  1969  mid-year  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  was  35,640,  which  was  a decrease  of  330  on  the  1968  estimate. 
This  figure  relates  to  the  home  population  and  includes  members  of  the 
Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area. 

Birth  Rate  : The  decline  in  the  local  birth  rate  continued,  the  fall  of  1.2 
per  1.000  population  being  double  the  fall  in  the  national  rate. 

Death  Rate  : This  compared  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Infant  Mortality  : While  no  rise  in  infant  mortality  may  be  viewed  with 
complacency,  the  increase  in  the  1969  rate  over  that  for  the  previous  two 
years  was  not  such  as  to  cause  concern.  Three  of  the  deaths  were  due  to 
respiratory  causes,  two  to  congenital  defects,  one  to  birth  injury,  one  to  a 
blood  disease  and  two  to  ill-defined  causes.  The  rate  was  only  slightly 
above  the  national  rate. 

Maternal  Deaths  : It  is  again  gratifying  to  record  that  there  were  no 
maternal  deaths  in  1969. 

Cancer  : Deaths  from  cancer  during  1969  were  just  one  more  than  recorded 
in  the  previous  year  and  the  local  rate  still  exceeded  that  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Tuberculosis  : New  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  num- 
bered but  six,  five  of  pulmonary  infection  and  one  non-pulmonary,  so 
continuing  the  gratifying  decline  in  the  incidence  of  this  once  dreaded 
scourge. 

Infectious  Disease  : The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
1969  calls  for  no  special  comment  but  it  is  to  be  emphasised  that  parents 
should  for  the  sake  of  their  children  and  of  the  community  at  large  take 
every  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the  local  health  authority  for 
protection  against  the  infectious  diseases. 
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In  the  following  pages  of  this  Report  there  is  an  endeavour  to  describe 
some  of  the  principal  activities  of  the  Department  and  to  set  out  information 
on  matters  so  closely  related  to  environmental  hygiene,  which  plays  such  an 
important  part  in  the  well-being  and  health  of  the  community  : the  Report 
cannot  cover  all  the  aspects  of  the  Department’s  work  but  I hope  that  it  will 
succeed  in  giving  some  idea  of  the  main  functions  and  of  how  they  are  met. 

During  1969  no  action  was  necessary  to  implement  the  procedure  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  (as  amended)  for  the 
compulsory  removal  of  the  aged  and  those  physically  incapable  of  caring 
for  themselves  to  hospital  or  Part  III  accommodation.  Also,  the  one  Order 
in  operation  in  respect  of  the  old  lady  “in  care”  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital 
was  allowed  to  lapse  after  consultation  with  the  Geriatric  Consultant. 

Before  closing  this  preamble  with  the  customary  expression  of  apprecia- 
tion to  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  and  to  the  Chief  Officers 
and  staffs  of  the  remaining  Departments  of  the  Corporation  for  their  support 
and  co-operation  during  1969  I should  like  to  pay  special  tribute  to  the 
work  of  two  members  of  the  staff.  One  of  these,  Mr.  T.  G.  Ellis,  is  retiring 
before  the  publication  of  this  Report,  while  the  other,  Mr.  G.  N.  Smith, 
will  do  so  before  my  next  Report  goes  into  print  and  I wish  them  both 
many  years  of  happy  retirement  ; Mr.  Ellis,  the  driver /disinfector,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  the  rodent  operator,  have  served  the  Department  well  for  many 
years,  undertaking  the  varied  and,  in  such  a Department  as  ours,  often  very 
unsavoury  tasks  which  fell  to  their  lot  in  a willing  if,  understandably,  not 
always  a cheerful  manner.  It  is  my  pleasure  to  acknowledge  publicly  the 
value  of  their  services. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J A.  BYRNE. 

19/7?  August,  1970  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A— VITAL  STATISTICS  AND 
SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


AREA  

ESTIMATED  PRODUCT  OF  PENNY  RATE 

(probable  1969/70) 

POPULATION — 1969  (Estimated  mid-year) 
CENSUS— 1961  


3.979.5  acres 

£5,420 

35,640 

35.554 


STATISTICAL  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO 
BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

Area  Comparability  Factors  : 

Births  ...  1.10 

Deaths  ...  0.97 


(a)  Live  Births  : 


Registered  Live  Births — 1 969  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

217 

179 

396 

Illegitimate  ... 

31 

22 

53 

248 

201 

449 

The  total  live  births  (449) 

show  a decrease  of  45 

on  the  1968 

total  (494),  continuing  the  downward  trend 

of  recent 

years  : the 

1965  total  was  628,  in  1966  it  was  570  and  in  1967  515. 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

(Rates  for  1967  and  1968  are  also  shown) 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Crude  

14.3 

13.7 

12.6 

Adjusted 

15.7 

15.1 

13.9 

(b)  Stillbirths  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  : 

1967 

1968 

1969 

7.7 

19.8 

4 

Stillbirths 

4 

10 

2 

5 


(c)  Deaths  : 

669  deaths  were  notified  by  the  Local  Registrar  as  having 
occurred  within  the  area  of  the  Borough  and  having  been  registered 
during  the  year  : of  these  290  were  transferable  to  other  local 
authorities.  Inward  transfers  allocated  by  the  Registrar  General 
numbered  67  giving  a net  allocation  of  446  (242  males  and  204 
females)  a figure  agreeing  with  that  of  the  Registrar  General  in  his 
Annual  Statistical  Returns. 

There  was  a a decrease  of  35  deaths  on  the  number  resistered 
in  1968. 

Registered  Deaths  : 

Males  ...  242 

Females  ...  204 


446 


Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  population  : 

1967  1968  1969 

Crude  11.57  13.37  12.5 

Adjusted  11.34  12.97  12.1 

(d)  Tnfant  Deaths  : 

There  were  nine  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age  during 
1969  compared  with  seven  in  1968  and  five  in  1967. 

The  infant  death  rate  (i.e.  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births)  for 
these  years  is  as  follows  : 

1967  1968  1969 

10  14  20 
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TABLE  1 


BIRTH  RATES.  DEATH  RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS, 
CANCER  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  COMPARED  WITH  FIG- 
URES (PROVISIONALLY  BASED  ON  QUARTERLY  RETURNS)  FOR 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


DOVER 

ENGLAND  & 
WALES 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

BIRTHS  : 

Live  Births  (adjusted) 

13.9 

16.3 

DEATHS  : 

All  Causes  (adjusted) 

12.1 

11.9 

Tuberculosis  (i)  Respiratory 

0.028 

0.022 

(ii)  Other  sites 

0.028 

0.015 

Cancer  (i)  Lungs  and  Bronchus 

0.67 

0.610 

(ii)  Other  sites 

1.88 

1.740 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1 year  of  age 

20 

18 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Related 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Still  Births 

4 

13 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

— 

0.19 

N.B.  A “ — ” signifies  no  cases. 


TABLE  2 

\ 

Causes  of  Death  in  1969 

This  list  of  death  causes  is  as  introduced  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  the  1968  statistics  with  the  following  additional  head- 
ings included  where  applicable  to  improve  comparability  with 
statistics  published  each  year  in  the  Registrar  General’s  Statistical 
Review  : 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  buccal  cavity  and  pharynx 

of  oesophagus 
„ „ of  intestine 

„ „ of  larynx 

of  prostate 
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Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Feniale 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

— 

Other  Tuberculosis  inch  late  effects 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc  ... 

3 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

2 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

5 

I 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

2 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

21 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

3 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm.  Leukaemia 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

10 

17 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

— 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

— 

Anaemias 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

2 

3 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Diseases 

2 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease 

5 

7 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

66 

45 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

13 

16 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

29 

35 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatorv  System 

5 

10 

Influenza 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

8 

14 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

15 

5 

Asthma 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratorv  System 

4 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

5 

3 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

Other  Diseases,  Genito  Urinarv  Svstem 

3 

5 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

2 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

1 



Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  conditions 



1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 

All  other  accidents  ... 

8 

3 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

4 

2 

All  other  external  causes  

1 

242 

204 
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Deaths  from  respiratory  causes  fell  from  85  in  1968  to  51  in 
1969,  36  of  these  being  within  the  age  groups  65  years  and  over. 


TABLE  3 


Age  Groupings  of  Deaths 

Males 


Under  4 weeks  ...  ...  ...  3 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year  ...  2 

1 — 4 years  ...  ...  ...  — 

5 — 14  years  ...  ...  ...  — 

15 — 24  years 

25 — 34  years  ...  ...  ...  3 

35 — 44  years  ...  ...  ...  8 

45 — 54  years  ...  ...  ...  17 

55— 64  years  ...  ...  ...  46 

65— 74  years  ...  ...  ...  83 

75  years  and  over  ...  ...  80 


Females 

3 

1 


1 

1 

3 

10 

27 

46 

112 


242  204 


TABLE  4 

Age  Grouping  of  Principal  Causes  of  Death 


Cause  of  Death  25-34 

M F 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  — — 

Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ... 
Hypertensive  Disease 
Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 
Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 
Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  1 — 


35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  & 
over 

Total 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

* 

1 



1 — 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 1 

1 — 

1 

— 

6 2 

11 

— 

2 

1 

21  3 

— 1 

— 

2 

i 

— 

1 

— 

2 

8 

• — — 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 3 

— — 

— 

i 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 1 

— 1 

2 

3 

8 2 

9 

10 

6 

7 

25  23 

— — 

— 

— 

— 2 

3 

4 

2 

1 

5 7 

1 — 

7 

— 

16  5 

16 

12 

26 

28 

66  45 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 1 

6 

2 

8 

15 

15  18 



— - 

— 

5 4 

13 

7 

10 

24 

29  35 
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TABLE  5 


Percentage  Age  Distribution  of  Deaths — Male  and  Female 

1950,  1955,  1960,  1965-1969 


Age 

Groups 

Under 

65  Years 

65—74 

Years 

75  Years 
and  over 

Year 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1950 

39.63 

23.54 

30.00 

30.00 

30.37 

46.46 

1955 

32.45 

25.25 

34.05 

23.20 

33.50 

51.55 

1960 

35.84 

18.22 

30.09 

22.43 

34.07 

59.35 

1965 

31.28 

16.36 

32.16 

27.88 

36.56 

55.76 

1966 

37.33 

25.40 

30.41 

16.40 

32.26 

58.20 

1967 

32.44 

24.48 

32.29 

25.00 

34.67 

50.52 

1968 

31.64 

16.40 

28.69 

21.31 

39.67 

62.29 

1969 

32.64 

22.55 

34.30 

22.55 

33.06 

54.90 

TABLE  6 


Year 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 


Deaths  from  Cancer  1950, 1955,  I960,  1965-69 


Lungs  and 
Bronchus 


Population 

M. 

F. 

Total  Rate 

34,240 

7 

2 

9 

0.26 

34,490 

12 

1 

13 

0.38 

34,920 

19 

5 

24 

0.69 

36,070 

22 

3 

25 

0.69 

36.110 

16 

4 

20 

0.55 

36,060 

26 

2 

28 

0.776 

35,970 

20 

2 

22 

0.611 

35.640 

21 

3 

24 

0.67 

10 

Other  Sites  All  Sites 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Rate 

Total  Rate 

34 

31 

65 

1.90 

74 

2.16 

24 

34 

58 

1.68 

71 

2.06 

22 

37 

59 

1.69 

83 

2.38 

30 

22 

52 

1.44 

77 

2.13 

27 

30 

57 

1.58 

77 

2.13 

28 

42 

70 

1.941 

98 

2.717 

31 

37 

68 

1.889 

90 

2.50 

31 

36 

67 

1.88 

91 

2.55 

SECTION  B GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OE  HEALTH 

SERVICES 


The  reports  of  my  predecessor  have  given  details  of  the  Hospi- 
tal and  Laboratory  services  available  to  the  town  and  of  the  services 
provided  by  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority  and 
these  were  adequately  maintained  during  1969. 

The  following  statistics  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  relating  to  the  Ambulance.  Midwifery,  Home 
Nursing  and  Domestic  Help  services  : 

(i)  Dover  Ambulance  Station — 1969  : 

Number  of  patients  ...  23,415  (23,478) 

Number  of  journeys  ...  6,115  (5,601) 

Mileage  120,947  (112,727) 

(The  bracketed  figures  are  those  for  the  year  1 968) 

(ii)  Midwifery  Service  : Four  midwives  were  allocated  full- 
time to  the  Borough  and  167  births  were  attended  during  the  year. 

(iii)  Home  Nursing  Service  : Six  full-time,  two  part-time  and 
one  holiday  relief  District  Nurses  were  employed,  a total  of  748 
patients,  involving  20,262  visits,  being  attended. 

(iv)  Domestic  Help  Service  : The  County  Medical  Officer  in- 
forms me  that  no  specific  information  relating  to  this  Borough  only 
is  available  but  that  in  the  Dover  Borough  and  Rural  areas  383 
cases  were  served  during  1969  ; the  number  of  domestic  help  hours 
was  over  42.000. 

As  to  Nursing  homes  there  are  none  registered  in  the  Borough. 


SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

OE  THE  AREA 

The  Registrar-GeneraLs  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  30th 
June,  1969,  was  35,640,  a decrease  of  330  on  the  1968  estimate. 

Number  of  properties  on  Valuation  Roll  (figures  supplied  by 
Borough  Treasurer)  as  at  31st  December,  1969  : 


Local  Authority 

70 

Dwelling  Houses 

...  11,525 

Agricultural  ... 

12 

All  other  (including  Business 

and  Industrial)  ... 

2,440 

14,047 


I.  Water  Supply  : 


Al!  houses  in  the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  mains  water 
supplies. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Town  Council  gave  authority 
for  an  appropriate  Order  to  be  prepared  in  respect  of  the  transfer 
of  the  Corporation’s  water  undertaking  to  the  Folkestone  and 
District  Water  Company,  the  financial  terms  having  been  agreed  : 
this  company  will  also  have  transferred  to  it  the  area  of  the 
Borough  now  supplied  by  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  thus 
bringing  the  whole  of  the  town  supply  under  the  control  of  one 
undertaking. 

Regular  bacteriological  water  sampling  was  maintained 
throughout  1969  by  the  Departments  concerned  : 


Bacteriological  Chemical 


Per  Health  Department 
(ex.  Dwelling  Houses) 


10 


Per  Corporation  Undertaking 
(ex.  Waterworks) 


12 


4 


Per  Mid-Kent  Water  Company 


(a)  From  Consumers’  taps  within 
the  area 


13 


(b)  From  Pumping  Stations  supply- 
ing area — 


Raw 

Treated 


92 

61 


4 

3 


(c)  From  other  areas  supplied  from 
these  pumping  stations  ... 


124 


25 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Waters — Specimen  Sample  Results 


Dover 

Corporation 

* The  Mid-Kent 
Water  Company 

Appearance 

Clear  and  Bright 

Clear  and  Bright 

Odour 

None 

None 

pH  Value  ... 

7.3 

7.21 

P.P.M. 

P.P.M. 

Free  Ammonia 

0.024 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0.014 

Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

6.5 

4.3 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

26 

20 

Temporary  Hardness 

230 

231 

Total  Hardness 

266 

274 

Permanent  Hardness 

36 

43 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  80°  F. 

0.05 

0.00 

Total  Solids 

355 

377 

* Treated  Water  No.  4 Bore  Barham  Pumping  Station. 

During  1969  there  was  no  direct  examination  for  the  sodium 
fluoride  content  but  analysis  of  both  waters  in  the  past  have  indi- 
cated a trace  only. 


2.  Public  Cleansing  and  Refuse  Disposal  : 

In  spite  of  advice  to  the  contrary  by  the  Borough  Engineer 
the  Authority,  unfortunately  in  my  view,  withdrew  from  participa- 
tion in  the  refuse  incinerator  scheme  proposed  to  be  jointly  operated 
at  Hawkinge  with  four  other  Authorities.  I say  unfortunately 
because  although  controlled  tipping,  if  carried  out  properly,  can  be 
an  effective  means  of  refuse  disposal  the  system  has  its  limitations. 
Not  the  least  of  these  is  the  absence  locally  of  really  suitable  sites 
of  sufficient  tipping  capacity  ; also,  no  matter  how  efficiently  run 
is  the  tip,  it  is  always  liable  to  be  a source  of  nuisance  and  the  sub- 
ject of  complaint.  In  spite  of  the  financial  implications  of  the 
incinerator  scheme  I think  it  would  have  been  to  the  long-term 
advantage  of  the  Authority  if  this  project  had  been  pursued. 

However,  with  the  tipping  capacity  at  the  Danes  Refuse  Tip 
nearing  exhaustion  the  provision  of  an  alternative  site  will  soon  be 
immediately  necessary  and  during  the  year  steps  were  taken  to 
implement  the  proposals  for  the  use  of  the  Sleed  Wood  site  which, 
the  Borough  Engineer  estimates,  will  have  a life  of  approximately 
nine  years. 
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Rodent  infestation  at  the  Danes  Tip  was  minimal,  one  poison- 
ing operation  only  being  found  necessary  covering  treatment  of  the 
tip  and  the  surrounding  banks. 

During  the  year  the  County  Medical  Officer  consulted  me  on 
the  subject  of  the  disposal  of  placenta,  incontinence  pads,  dirty 
dressings,  etc.  in  relation  to  the  increase  in  houses  and  flats  without 
solid  fuel  burning  facilities  : in  fact  this  Department  has  for  some 
time  by  arrangement  with  the  Midwife  or  District  Nurse  as  the 
case  may  be,  collected  such  items  for  disposal  suitably  packed  for 
burning  in  the  small  incinerator  at  the  Refuse  Tip.  Although  there 
has  been  little  demand  on  the  service,  the  system  has  worked 
admirably  and  does  avoid  any  objections  that  might  be  raised 
were  it  known  that  such  items  as  mentioned  were  included  no 
matter  how  well  packed  in  the  household  refuse. 

3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage  : 

I am  informed  by  the  Borough  Engineer  that  since  my  last 
report  twenty-five  properties  previously  with  cesspool  drainage 
have  been  connected  to  the  public  sewers. 

In  the  Lyndhurst  Road  at  River  a new  system  of  sewers  was 
laid  to  serve  a development  of  seventy-five  houses  fronting  Lynd- 
hurst Road,  Briar  Close,  Ash  Close  and  Orchard  Drive  : the 
system  included  a 9"  diameter  surface  water  sewer  and  6"  diameter 
foul  water  sewer  being  an  extension  of  the  system  draining  River 
Drive.  During  the  year  also  the  existing  9"  diameter  foul  water 
sewer  in  Snargate  Street  was  reconstructed  in  part,  from  a point 
opposite  No.  154  to  a point  opposite  No.  166,  while  an  additional 
inspection  chamber  was  provided  on  the  existing  15"  diameter 
foul  water  sewer  in  Castle  Street. 

Sewer  and  drain  obstructions  reported  to  the  Department  are 
investigated  as  promptly  as  possible  and  to  avoid  inconvenience 
and  nuisance  are  cleared  by  the  driver/disinfector  if  the  particular 
job  is  within  his  capabilities  : on  twenty-seven  occasions  during 
1969  the  services  of  Mr.  Ellis  were  so  utilised. 

4.  Inspection  oe  the  District  : 

(a)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  : 

Dwelling  Houses  : (Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts) 

Repair,  drainage  etc 1 ,846 

Rehousing  Enquiries  75 

Aged  and  Infirm  People  ...  ...  32 
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Noise  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  25 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  7 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ...  ...  11 

I. D.  Enquiry  and  Disinfection  ...  ...  138 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Clean  Air  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Food  and  Drugs 

Food  Ffygiene  ...  ...  ...  312 

Food  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  84 

Food  Condemnation  ...  ...  ...  261 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Other  Visits  68 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Dairies  and  Distributors’  Premises  ...  22 

Pasteurising  Plants  10 

Factories  Act  15 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  ...  297 

Refuse  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  31 

Other  Matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  492 


4,031 
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(B)  Analysts  of  Notices  Served  Etc.  During  1969 
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5.  Atmospheric'  Pollution  : 

(a)  Readings  continued  to  be  taken  monthly  at  the  Meteor- 
ological Station  and  St.  Radigunds  Road  deposit  gauges  : during 
the  first  half  of  the  year  there  was  no  big  difference  in  the  amounts 
of  total  solids  deposited  at  the  two  measuring  stations  but  the  main- 
tenance of  relatively  cleaner  atmospheric  conditions  at  the  Meteor- 
ological Station  was  indicated  by  the  higher  proportion  of  soluble 
to  insoluble  solids. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  year  the  average  total  solids  recorded 
at  the  St.  Radigunds  Road  Station  showed  an  improvement  over 
the  average  for  the  preceding  six  months  and  the  corresponding 
period  of  1968,  an  improvement  reflected  also  in  the  increased 
proportion  of  the  soluble  to  insoluble  solids.  Detailed  monthly 
readings  were  as  follows  : — 


Site  : 

Meteorological  Station 

St. 

Radigund’s  Road 

Month 

R. 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

R. 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

January 

2.09 

10.67 

23.26 

33.93 

2.60 

24.12 

19.66 

43.78 

February 

1.69 

5.65 

13.86 

19.51 

2.84 

13.94 

12.75 

26.69 

March 

2.17 

8.28 

14.61 

22.89 

2.45 

16.59 

9.84 

26.43 

April 

1.70 

11.52 

11.83 

23.35 

2.01 

24.54 

8.47 

33.01 

May 

3.90 

8.99 

5.92 

14.91 

4.06 

17.13 

4.07 

21.20 

June 

1.05 

6.66 

6.53 

13.19 

1.79 

14.98 

10.28 

25.26 

July 

5.99 

10.34 

12.07 

22.41 

5.91 

9.51 

5.74 

15.25 

August 

2.72 

6.39 

7.94 

14.33 

3.00 

8.75 

7.71 

16.46 

September 

0.28 

7.20 

6.35 

13.55 

0.47 

7.21 

4.08 

11.29 

October 

0.35 

6.29 

6.49 

12.78 

0.32 

7.84 

2.77 

10.61 

November 

6.19 

8.65 

48.80 

57.45 

6.15 

14.28 

29.92 

44.20 

December 

3.00 

7.95 

10.68 

18.63 

2.76 

10.05 

6.48 

16.53 

Total  1969 

31.13 

98.59 

168.34 

266.93 

34.36 

168.94 

121.77 

290.71 

Monthly 

Average 

1969 

2.59 

8.22 

14.03 

22.25 

2.86 

14.08 

10.15 

24.23 

Total  1968 

26.22 

125.80 

177.04 

302.84 

30.74 

203.89 

124.78 

328.67 

Monthly 

Average 

1968 

2.185 

10.48 

14.75 

25.23 

2.56 

16.99 

10.40 

27.39 
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Summary  of  Readings  1957-69  : 

Meteorological  Station 


St.  Radigund's  Road 


Year 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

P.S.D. 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

P.S.D. 

1957 

145.83 

195.79 

341.62 

134 

No  Instrument 

1958 

125.21 

147.27 

272.48 

118 

55 

55 

1959 

153.67 

205.24 

358.91 

133 

55 

55 

1960 

123.07 

181.72 

304.79 

148 

1 5 

1961 

122.02 

184.78 

306.80 

151 

*42.35 

41.78 

84.13 

99 

1962 

171.87 

177.37 

349.24 

103 

164.29 

113.88 

278.17 

69 

1963 

167.10 

185.53 

352.63 

111 

159.51 

120.59 

280.10 

60 

1964 

141.65 

183.71 

325.36 

130 

155.65 

147.71 

303.36 

95 

1965 

128.72 

176.35 

305.07 

137 

188.83 

114.29 

303.12 

60 

1966 

120.44 

181.52 

301.86 

150 

191.46 

143.49 

334.95 

70 

1967 

149.32 

203.28 

352.60 

136 

209.10 

146.18 

355.28 

70 

1968 

125.80 

177.04 

302.84 

141 

203.89 

124.78 

328.67 

61 

1969 

98.59 

168.34 

266.93 

171 

168.94 

121.77 

290.71 

72 

* Three  months  only 


Key  to  abbreviations  used  in  above  table  : 


I.D. 

S. D. 

T. S.D. 
P.S.D. 


tons  per  square  mile 


R — Rainfall — inches  per  month 

— Insoluble  Deposits 

— Soluble  Deposits 

— Total  Solids 
This  figure  is  the  proportion  of  soluble  to  insol- 
uble deposits,  taking  the  latter  as  100.  Normally, 
in  the  relatively  clean  areas  the  proportion  is 
higher  than  in  the  less  clean  industrial  areas. 


(b)  General  Observations  : 

Dover  Engineering  Works  : — Complaints  were  received  in  re- 
gard to  a large  volume  of  offensive  and  nauseating  yellow  smoke 
and  fumes  being  discharged  from  the  cupolas  at  the  above  Works. 
It  was  considered  that  the  complaints  were  undoubtedly  justified, 
and  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  firm. 

The  nuisance  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  a quantity 
°f  scraP  iron  from  a gas  works  purifier  contained  a deposit  that  pro- 
duced excessive  smoke  and  fumes  when  heated.  The  use  of  this 
scrap  metal  was  stopped.  However,  following  a further  complaint 
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a meeting  was  held  at  the  Works  when  the  Management  agreed  to 
look  into  the  practicability  of  maintaining,  by  means  of  oil  burners, 
a flame  in  the  cupola  shafts  to  burn  off  any  combustible  gas  before 
emission  to  the  atmosphere. 

After  visiting  a foundry  in  the  Midlands  the  Managerial  staff 
reported  that  it  would  be  feasible  to  install  such  an  after-burning 
system  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  further  technical  information  and 
installation  costs  were  being  obtained. 

Tarmacadam  Works  : — The  few  complaints  received  from  dock 
workers  of  a dust  and  fume  nuisance  from  these  Works  were  in- 
vestigated. The  nuisance  occurred  during  periods  of  damp  and 
still  atmospheric  conditions  and  the  continued  co-operation  of  the 
firm  has  resulted  in  the  pollution  being  kept  to  a minimum.  During 
the  year  the  flue  from  the  dust  extraction  plant  has  been  raised, 
and  the  stone  drying  plant  has  been  effectively  and  permanently 
screened. 


6.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  : 

(A)  Statistical  Statement  for  Year  Ended  31st  December, 
1969  : 


(1)  Registrations  : 


Class  of  Premises 

Registered 

at 

1.1.69 

Premises 

Registered 

Registra- 

tions 

Cancelled 

Registered 

at 

31.12.69 

Offices  ... 

114 

4 

3 

115 

Retail  Shops  ... 

\ 

262 

12 

11 

263 

Wholesale  Departments; 

Warehouses 

10 

1 

— 

1 1 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  Public 

37 

2 

3 

36 

Canteens 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Fuel  Storage  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

424 

19 

17 

426 

19 


(2)  Inspections  : 

“ General  ” Inspections  completed  during  the  period 

Offices  1 9 

Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  •••  • ••  54 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses,  etc.  ...  3 

Catering  Establishments  •••  8 

Other  visits  of  inspection  

Casual  visits  relating  to  registrations,  etc 


84 

42 

68 


194 


(3)  Employees  covered  by  Registrations  : 


Offices  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1156 

Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1338 

Wholesale  Depts.,  etc  ...  ...  ...  157 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  379 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


(Males)  1223 

(Females)  1816 

3039 


(B)  Notification  of  Accidents  : 

Four  accident  notifications  only  were  received  during  1969, 
two  relating  to  males  and  two  to  females. 

One  of  the  males  concerned  sustained  quite  serious  leg  injuries 
on  a conveyor  belt  at  a multiple  grocery  store  but  he  was  apparently 
flagrantly  disregarding  the  firm’s  standing  orders  on  the  use  of  this 
machinery.  The  second  male  suffered  a badly  lacerated  right  hand 
while  planing  timber  and  joint  investigation  into  this  accident  was 
carried  out  by  the  District  Public  Health  Inspector  and  H.M.  In- 
spector of  Factories  as  a result  of  which  advice  was  given  to  the 
management  of  the  firm  occupying  the  premises  regarding  guarding 
on  the  planing  section  of  the  machine  involved. 

The  two  incidents  involving  female  employees  resulted  in 
minor  injuries  only  and  were  in  fact  in  both  cases  attributable  to 
personal  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  employees  concerned. 

(C)  Enforcement  : 

The  main  provisions  of  this  Act  have  now  been  operative  for 
some  six  years  and  inspections  of  the  various  types  of  workplace 
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subject  to  this  legislative  measure  has  revealed  generally  satisfactory 
standards  being  maintained  in  the  town.  In  no  case  has  resort  to 
statutory  action  been  necessary. 

During  1969  twenty  written  intimations  were  sent  to  owners 
or  occupiers  of  premises  subject  to  control  under  the  Act  and  in 
seventeen  cases  requirements  were  met. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  contraventions  found  and 
remedied  : — 

Deficiency  Intimation  Remedied 


Heating  : 

Inadequate  means  ...  ...  ...  1 4 

Thermometer  lacking  ...  ...  ...  — 5 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

Inadequate  and/or  not  separate  ...  1 1 

Artificial  lighting  required/defective  ...  — 2 

Want  of  repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Want  of  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Cleanliness  : 

Redecoration  required  etc.  ...  ...  8 6 

Washing  Facilities  : 

Hot  water  supply  required/deficient  ...  5 3 

Redecoration  required  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Facilities  absent  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2 

Seating  Facilities  : 

Inadequate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 


Ventilation  : 

Required  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Lighting  : 

Artificial  lighting  inadequate  ...  ...  5 2 

Floor,  Passages,  Stairs  : 

Floor  covering  defective  ...  ...  2 1 

No  handrail  to  stairs  or  fitting  defective  7 6 

Obstructions  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

First  Aid  Box  : 

Provision  required  ...  ...  ...  1 8 

General  : 

Abstract  not  displayed  ...  ...  ...  1 9 

General  repair  required  ...  ...  ...  1 3 


Noise  Abatement  : 

As  in  the  previous  year  the  Department  was  not  called  upon 
to  take  any  formal  action  in  respect  of  statutory  nuisances  arising 
from  noise  or  vibration  and  the  few  complaints  received,  usually  re- 
ferring to  the  barking  of  dogs,  were  best  dealt  with  by  advising  the 
complainants  to  avail  themselves  of  the  action  allowed  by  Section 
99  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  amended  by  Section  1(2)  of 
the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  viz.  by  complaint  to  a Justice  of 
the  Peace  bv  three  or  more  persons  aggrieved  by  the  alleged  nui- 
sance. 

But  undoubtedly  noise  prevention  and  control  are  universally 
now  becoming  matters  of  great  concern  and  in  order  to  effectively 
deal  with  problems  and  as  far  as  possible  to  exercise  effective  con- 
trol the  measurement  of  noise  levels  is  essential  necessitating  special 
apparatus.  1 am  pleased  to  record  the  co-operation  of  this  Authority 
with  Deal  Borough  Council,  and  the  Dover  and  Elham  Rural 
District  Councils  in  the  joint  purchase  of  an  Octave  Band  Sound 
Level  Meter. 


Offensive  Trades  : 

No  nuisances  were  reported  from  the  premises  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  trade  of  rag  and  bone  dealer. 


Pet  Animals  Act  : 

One  licence  only  was  in  operation  under  the  provisions  of  this 

Act. 


Disinfestation  : 

The  usual  calls  on  the  disinfestation  service  were  made,  a total 
of  267  infestations  receiving  attention.  Details  of  treatments  effected 
were  as  follows  : 

Details  of  treatments  (1968  figures  in  parentheses)  : 


Premises 

Visits 

Cockroaches 

77 

(34) 

91 

(76) 

Fleas 

83 

(53) 

85 

(103) 

Wasps 

• • • 

53 

(18) 

54 

(19) 

Ants 

16 

(29) 

17 

(37) 

Bugs 

• . . 

9 

jL* 

(4) 

2 

(6) 

Flies 

... 

18 

(3) 

18 

(3) 

Miscellaneous 

18 

(11) 

19 

(23) 

The  flea  infestations  were  principally  in  the  homes  of  the 
“problem  families”  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1968  and,  it 
seems,  destined  ever  to  be  with  us  unless  there  is  a drastic  change 
in  the  outlook  and  the  social  habits  of  each  individual  member 
of  these  families  who  are  known  to  the  Local  Health  Authority 
staffs.  Health  Visitors  etc.,  the  School  Authority  and  Medical 
Service  and  of  course  to  our  own  Department.  In  the  case  of 
some,  in  spite  of  living  in  houses  with  modern  amenities,  the  appli- 
cation of  educational  and  preventive  measures  and  not  always  being 
of  the  lower  income  group,  they  seem  unable  to  lift  themselves  out 
of  the  rut  of  indifference  to  conditions  of  squalor.  It  used  to  be 
said  that  this  indifference  was  encouraged  by  poverty,  malnutrition 
and  bad  housing  conditions  and  this  by  and  large  was  manifestly 
true,  but  these  factors  can  hardly  be  blamed  today. 

As  to  the  cockroach  infestations  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that 
following  the  “blitz”  treatment  carried  out  in  1966  and  1967  a 
municipally-owned  block  of  flats  has  remained  comparatively  free 
of  this  pest ; at  another  block  treatments  are  now  in  progress  with 
the  various  insecticidal  agents  now  available  to  us.  These  large 
buildings  with  their  boiler  houses,  central  heating  piping  and  ducts, 
refuse  and  drainage  chutes,  provide  ideal  breeding  and  living 
quarters  for  the  cockroach  and  it  is  only  by  constant  and  carefully 
planned  treatment  that  there  can  be  any  hope  of  success  in  its 
eradication. 

As  to  wasps,  the  destruction  of  their  nests  seems  to  be  a 
function  which  has  gradually  come  to  be  accepted  as  one  of  the 
Department’s  duties. 


Moveable  Dwellings  : Site  Licensing,  Etc.  : 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  or  camping  sites  within  the 
Borough. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act  1951  : 

One  business  only  remained  on  the  Register  of  Premises  under 
Section  2 of  this  Act. 
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Factories  Act,  1961  : 


Inspections  : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

6 

1 

— 

— 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

150 

7 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises). 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

166 

8 

— 

— 

Referring  to  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  this  statute, 
in  the  course  of  perusing  previous  Annual  Reports  it  is  noted  that 
my  predecessor.  Dr.  C.  F.  Lynch,  in  his  Report  for  1966  mentioned 
the  need  for  a review  of  the  duties  under  the  Act  allocated  to  the 
Local  Authority  and  1 think  it  opportune  to  repeat  here  that  the 
existing  dual  responsibility  for  factory  premises  is  now  seemingly 
unnecessary  in  view  of  the  fact  that  most  factory  premises  now  have 
mechanical  power.  If  the  Local  Authority’s  duties  are  fully  exe- 
cuted and  in  most  areas  it  is  the  Public  Health  Inspector  who  is 
made  responsible,  then  it  is  seemingly  a waste  of  qualified  man- 
power when  a person  holding  the  Diploma  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Examination  Board  or  like  qualification  is  delegated  the 
task  of  deciding  the  matters  as  to  sanitary  conveniences  covered  by 
Section  7 of  Act,  which  duties  could  well  be  undertaken  by  the 
Inspectorate  responsible  for  the  cleanliness,  lighting,  ventilation 
etc.  of  the  factory. 


Rodent  Control  : 

One  full-time  rodent  operator  was  employed  and  with  the 
driver /disinfector  also  trained  in  rodent  control  the  work  continued 
uninterrupted  by  absence  on  account  of  holiday  or  sickness. 
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198  properties  were  inspected  following  receipt  of  complaint 
while  the  rodent  operator  made  a survey  of  534  other  properties.  A 
total  of  148  treatments  was  completed  during  the  year. 


(i)  Summary  of  Returns  : 


Premises : 

Visits 

Local  Authority 

94 

232 

Dwelling  Houses 

535 

1532 

Business  Premises 

103 

339 

Totals 

732 

2103 

Rat  Infestations 

Mice 

Major : 

Minor : 

Infestations : 

3 

12 

— 

— 

116 

23 

3 

14 

18 

6 

142 

41 

297  visits  in  immediate  connection  with  rodent  control  were 
recorded  by  the  Inspectorial  staff. 


(ii)  Sewer  Rodent  Control  : 

Manholes  Treated : 
April  treatments  ...  89 

October  treatments  ...  133 


Bait  taken 

Complete : Part : 


6 17 

3 34 


The  October  treatment  was  preceded  by  a test  baiting  of  the 
system  overall  when  of  an  estimated  total  of  900  manholes  236  were 
test  baited  with  4oz.  sausage  rusk  baits. 


SECTION  D— HOUSING 


1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  : 


(A) 


B. 

C. 


(1)  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects 

(Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts)  ...  ...  201 

(2)  Number  of  inspections  in  relation  thereto  ...  916 

(3)  Number  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  otherwise  defective  dwelling 

houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  ren- 
dered fit  by  informal  action  ...  ...  20 

Statutory  action  under  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts  : 

( 1 ) Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 
notices  were  served  : 

(a)  Under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  1 
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(2)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  during  the 

year  in  consequence  of  formal  action  : 

(a)  Under  Housing  Acts  : 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bv  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  1 

By  Local  Authority  on  purchase  of 
property  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(The  two  houses  rendered  fit  by  the  owners  were  subject  to 
Closing  Orders  and  the  others  to  formal  notices  under  Section  9 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.) 

(b)  Under  Public  Health  Acts 

(3)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  : 

(a)  Closing  Orders  were  made  (proviso  to 
S.17(l)  of  the  Housing  Act.  1957) 

(b)  Closing  Orders  as  to  “Part  of  Building” 
were  made  (S.  18(d))  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957)  

(c)  The  accommodation  having  been  vaca- 
ted and  the  owner  not  reletting,  formal 
action  was  deferred 

(d)  Action  was  pending  on  31st  December, 

1969  

2.  Unfit  Housing  : 

(a)  Slut? 7 Clearance  : Section  42  et  seq.,  Housing  Act , 1957  : 

In  June,  1969,  a report  on  the  then  current  position  relating  to 
slum  clearance  was  made  to  the  Health  Committee.  It  showed  that 
of  the  359  houses  scheduled  since  1955  for  consideration  under 
slum  clearance  procedure  56  remained  to  be  dealt  with.  The  report 
recommended  that,  as  a result  of  detailed  inspection  of  the  38 
houses  in  Albany  Place  and  the  14  in  Erith  Street,  notices  be  served 
under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  in  the  appropriate  cases, 
the  condition  of  some  of  the  houses  being  such  that  statutory  repair 
procedure  was  not  warranted.  The  Authority  decided  that  in  the 
first  instance  this  procedure  should  be  applied  to  the  houses  in 
Erith  Street  and  that  action  in  respect  of  Albany  Place  should 
await  an  assessment  of  the  efficiency  of  the  works  proposed  in  Erith 
Street.  At  eight  of  the  houses  in  Erith  Street  no  further  action  was 
immediately  necessary,  six  being  described  as  in  a condition  of 
good  repair  ; one  house  was  in  the  course  of  being  sold  while  in 
the  case  of  another  the  tenant  was  hospitalised  and  action  neces- 
sarily deferred  but  the  general  appearance  of  the  property  suggested 
that  statutory  procedure  was  unnecessary.  In  the  case  of  the  six 
remaining  houses  Section  9 procedure  was  followed. 


Nil 

3 

3 

1 

Nil 
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From  the  evidence  before  me  1 suggest  therefore  that  as  in  die 
case  of  those  Erith  Street  houses  like  action  can  be  taken  in  Albany 
Place  thereby  preserving  useful  units  of  accommodation  of  a type 
for  which  there  is  still  considerable  demand. 

As  stated  in  the  1968  report  the  remaining  four  properties 
being  scheduled  for  acquisition  in  connection  with  road  widening 
have  been  deleted  from  the  proposals. 

Thus,  failing  a radical  change  in  housing  policy  and  the  stan- 
dards for  a “ fit  ” house  as  defined  in  Section  4 of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957,  it  can  safely  be  said  I think  that  the  post-war  slum  clearance 
problems  in  the  Borough  have  been  resolved  : there  will  of  course 
still  be  occasional  individual  unfit  houses  to  be  considered  but  the 
few  that  will  come  to  light  from  time  to  time  should  present  no 
special  difficulties. 

Statistics  relating  to  post-war  clearance  procedure  as  at  3 1 st  Decem- 
ber, 1969  : 

Houses  provisionally  scheduled  as  unfit  and  for  in- 
clusion in  Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  359 

Added  by  extension  of  areas  on  more  detailed  survey  22 

Excluded  on  more  detailed  survey  or  for  other  reasons 

(e.g.  execution  of  works)  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

312 


Houses  demolished  to  31st  December,  1969 
Included  in  operative  Orders  and  awaiting  demo- 

229 

lition 

Properties  reclassified  by  Minister  or  in  Order 

38 

not  confirmed 

7 

Remaining  for  consideration 

38 

312 

t 

No  rehousing  was  effected  from  operative  Slum  Clearance 
Orders  during  the  year  : in  fact  only  three  properties  remained 
occupied  viz.  11  Ethelbert  Road,  43  George  Street  and  17  Erith 
Street. 

There  were  no  demolitions  during  the  year. 

(a)  Individual  Unfit  Houses  : 

Three  Closing  Orders  and  one  Undertaking  not  to  “ relet  ” 
were  put  into  effect  during  the  year,  three  families  comprising  five 
persons  being  provided  with  suitable  alternative  accommodation. 
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3.  Rehousing  Applications  : 


Twelve  housing  applications  were  recommended  to  the  Housing 
Authority  for  favourable  consideration  and  offer  of  alternative 
accommodation  during  1969. 


Effective  recommendations  outstanding  from  1968  8 

Recommendations  1969  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Rehoused 

Approved  for  rehousing 
Applications  withdrawn 
No  action  to  date 


6 

2 

4 

8 


20 


20 


4.  House  Construction,  Improvement  & Conversion  : 

(1)  Housing  Construction  : 

(a)  Dwellings  completed  during  1 969  : 

By  Local  Authority  : 

2- bedroom  flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

By  Private  Enterprise  : 

4-bedroom  houses  ...  ...  ...  1 

3- bedroom  houses  or  bungalows  ...  32 

2-bedroom  houses  or  bungalows  ...  13 


(b)  Dwellings  under  construction  at  3 \st  December , 
1 969  : 


By  Local  Authority  : 

2- bedroom  flats  46 

By  Private  Enterprise  : 

3 - bed room  flats  6 

3-bedroom  houses  37 

2-bedroom  houses  12 


1 

48 

49 


46 


55 


101 
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(2)  Housing  Improvements  and  Conversions  : 

By  Local  Authority:  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  : 

(a)  No.  of  schemes  submitted  ...  69 

(b)  No.  approved  ...  69 

(c)  Total  cost  of  works  £28,670 

(d)  Total  costs  of  which  grants  were  made  £14,328 

Summary  of  Major  Improvements  effected  : 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise 

Provision  of  bathrooms  ...  ...  68 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


1. 


SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


Milk  : 


(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959  : 

Three  premises  were  registered  as  dairies  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  two  of  which  were  in  effect  storage  depots  for  bottled  milk  ; 
at  the  third  full  milk  processing  was  carried  on. 

Ten  registrations  as  Distributors  were  effected  and  three  can- 

C/ 

celled  increasing  the  net  registrations  to  sixty-two. 

(b)  The  Milk  ( Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963-65  : 

(i)  Licensing  : 


In  force 

Revoked 

Issued  during 

In  force 

Nature  of  Licence 

1.1.69 

1969 

1969 

31.12.69 

Dealer's  (Pasteuriser) 

1 

— 

— 

I 

Dealer’s 

Pre-packed  Milk  : 
Pasteurised 

68 

4 

10 

74 

Sterilised 

24 

2 

8 

30 

Ultra  Heat  Treated  ... 

7 

4 

1 1 
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The  average  amount  of  milk  treated  daily  at  the  one  pasteuris- 
ing plant  in  the  Borough  was  approximately  5,000  gallons  plus. 

(ii)  Sampling  : 

The  results  of  biochemical  analysis  of  the  pasteurised  milks 
remained  constantly  satisfactory.  Forty-six  samples,  including  four 
from  the  school  supplies,  were  taken  for  the  methylene  blue  test  and 
all  but  one  were  satisfactory  while  a like  number  (21  ex  plant) 
satisfied  the  phosphatase  test. 

(c)  Chemical  Examination  : 

Twenty-five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  chemical 
examination. 

Eleven  of  the  samples  were  of  raw  milk  taken  in  course  of 
delivery  from  producer  to  the  processing  dairy  and  were  satisfactory 
with  anti-biotics  absent  in  all  cases. 

Four  of  the  samples  were  from  the  school  milk  supplies  and 
were  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  one  slightly  deficient  in  non- 
fatty solids  not  due  to  added  water. 

The  remaining  ten  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  the 
consumer  and  of  these  one  was  slightly  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
but  the  deficiency  was  not  due  to  added  water  ; three  of  these 
samples  were  of  Channel  Islands  designation. 

2.  Analysis  of  Food  other  than  of  Milk  : 

A total  of  seventy-four  other  articles  of  food  were  examined 
by  the  Public  Analyst  covering  the  usual  wide  range  of  foodstuffs 
particularly  those  of  local  manufacture. 

Adverse  reports  of  a minor  character  were  received  in  the  cases 
of  six  only  : three  of  these  related  to  the  size  of  lettering  declaring 
the  presence  of  preservative  in  sausage,  one  to  a slight  deficiency 
of  meat  in  a sample  of  beefburgers,  one  to  a weight  deficiency  in  a 
tin  of  compound  mustard  and  one  to  a deterioration  of  the  contents 
of  a jar  of  jellied  eels.  In  all  cases  informal  action  only  was  neces- 
sary. 


3.  Food  Condemnation,  Complaints  : Statutory  Procedure  : 

Approximately  4 tons,  4 cwt.  of  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  from  local  foodshops  and  warehouses,  an  increase  of 
18  cwts.  on  the  previous  year;  canned  foods  including  meats  ac- 
counted for  well  over  three-quarters  of  this  total.  This  high  figure 
for  canned  foods  can  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  much  of  the 
total  condemned  has  been  in  storage  after  importation  through 
Dover  and  awaiting  distribution,  deterioration  of  the  goods  having 
occurred  in  storage. 
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Details  of  goods  voluntarily  surrendered  : 

Tons  Cwts. 

Canned  meats  ...  ...  ...  — 12 

Other  canned  foods  ...  ...  2 12 

Meat  and  offal  ...  ...  — 3 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ...  ...  — 1 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 3 

Other  goods  ...  ...  ...  — 13 


4 4 


One  prosecution  was  taken  under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  a wrapped  loaf  with 
mould  growth  on  it.  A plea  of  “ guilty  ” was  entered  by  the  de- 
fendants who  were  fined  £20  and  ordered  to  pay  £10  advocates’ 
fees. 

Complaints  of  mould  in  food  were  also  received  in  four  other 
instances  but  from  investigations  made  it  was  apparent  that  statu- 
tory procedure  was  not  warranted  in  any  of  the  cases  : as  was  said 
in  1968,  there  was  no  direct  evidence  as  to  where  negligence  had 
occurred. 

With  the  exception  of  one  the  remaining  complaints,  which 
were  unsubstantiated,  were  of  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies.  The 
one  exception  concerned  a slice  of  corned  beef  containing  a lesion 
resembling  an  abnormal  lymph  gland  : the  corned  beef  was  Aus- 
tralian produce  and  the  specimen  was  forwarded  to  the  Animal 
Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
There  it  was  examined  by  the  Veterinary  staff  who  were  of  the 
opinion  that  this  was  an  old  abscess  with  some  calcification  possibly 
tne  result  of  an  infected  vaccination  needle,  the  resulting  material 
being  sterile. 

4.  Food  Premises  : 

(a)  Number  and  type  as  at  3 1 st  December,  1 969  : 


Bakers 

15 

Butchers 

25 

Cooked  Meats 

3 

Restaurants,  Cafes  ... 

50 

Grocers,  Confectioners 

108 

Fishmongers,  Fishfryers 

22 

Fruiterers,  Greengrocers 

26 

Hotels,  Public  Houses 

87 

Wholesale  Grocers 

2 

338 

31 


(b)  Registrations  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act , 1955  : 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

At  31.12.68 

Registered 

1969 

Cancelled 

1969 

At  31.12.69 

For  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream 

2 

— 

— 

2 

For  the  sale,  etc.  of 
ice  cream 

112 

8 

— 

120 

For  the  preparation 
etc.  of  preserved 
food 

46 

1 

— 

47 

(c)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960  : 

312  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  in  direct  relation  to  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  covered  160  premises. 

Intimation  of  matters  requiring  attention  was  sent  in  seven 
cases  and  at  five  premises  all  requirements  were  adequately  met  ; 
these  intimations  refer  of  course  nearly  always  to  structural  fittings, 
equipment,  etc.  and  unfortunately  such  notices  cannot  be  served 
requiring  the  employment  of  personnel  properly  trained  in  food 
handling  and  hygiene,  which  is  the  first  requirement  in  any  food 
business. 

Resort  to  statutory  proceedings  was  unnecessary  during  the 

year. 

5.  Food  Poisoning  : 

No  confirmed  instances  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the 

year. 

One  case  of  s.  panama  infection  not  considered  food -borne 
came  to  light  : this  concerned  a 33  years  old  male  employed  in  a 
food  factory.  The  man  was  excluded  from  his  employment  under 
the  powers  contained  in  The  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations  1968,  5th  Schedule. 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


1.  Infectious  Diseases  (Excluding  Tuberculosis)  : 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

(Post  Infective) 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Malaria 

Infective  Jaundice 

Under  1 year 





11 

1 





1 year 

— 

— 

21 

1 

— 

— 

2 years 

— 

— 

29 

1 

— 

— 

3 years 

— 

— 

42 

1 

— 

— 

4 years 

1 

— 

30 

1 

— 

— 

5-9  years 

1 

- — - 

80 

3 

— 

— 

10-14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-24  yeras 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

25  years  and  over  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

4 

Total  

3 

1 

218 

9 

1 

5 

Measles  was  mildly  epidemic  during  the  year  but  no  cases  of 
whooping  cough  were  notified.  The  nine  cases  of  dysentery  were 
confined  to  two  family  outbreaks  while  the  one  case  of  acute  en- 
cephalitis admitted  to  hospital  related  to  a 23  year  old  man  the 
onset  occurring  following  an  attack  of  mumps. 

A 59  years  old  woman  was  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  suffering  from  malaria  (benign  tertian)  contracted  abroad  : 
p.  viva  was  isolated  from  the  blood. 

2.  Disinfection  : 

The  arrangements  with  the  Hospital  Authorities  for  the  disin- 
fection of  wards,  cubicles  etc.  as  required  were  continued  throughout 
the  year,  25  cubicles  and  9 wards  being  treated,  while  nine  visits 
were  made  to  H.M.  Borstal  and  two  to  the  local  Police  Head- 
quarters, 

The  Department  also  undertakes  the  disinfection  of  library  and 
other  books  which  have  been  exposed  to  the  infectious  diseases  and 
before  they  are  put  back  into  circulation. 
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3.  Immunisation  and  Vacc  ination  : 

1 .  Poliomyelitis  Immunisation  : 


Year  of  Birth 

Primary 

Immunisation 

Reinforcing 

Immunisation 

1969 

26 

1968 

201 

— 

1967 

41 

— 

1966 

5 

— 

1965 

— 

35 

1964 

— -- 

201 

1 962-63 

— • 

59 

1953-61 

— 

10 

Total 

273 

305 

2.  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  and  Measles 
Vaccination  : 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

Year  of 

Primary 

Birth 

Diph. 

Diph. 

Measles 

Triple 

/Tet. 

Triple 

/ Tet. 

1969 

29 



____ 

1 

_ 

1968 

152 

9 

8 

1 

51 

1967 

4 

2 

27 

14 

52 

1966 

2 

— 

4 

10 

48 

1965 

— 

— 

1 1 

25 

41 

1964 

1 

— 

44 

126 

16 

1962-63 

— 

1 

15 

34 

16 

1953-61 

— 

— 

2 

7 

2 

Total 

188 

5 

1 1 1 

218 

226 

3.  Smallpox  V acci  fiat  ion  : 

Primary  V acci n at i on 
1 year  : 

229 
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Revaccination 

12 


4.  Tuberculosis  : 


(a)  Annual  Statement  of  Tuberculosis 


Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pu 

monary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

(n)  Number  of  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis on  Register  as  at  1st 
January,  1969 

31 

1 1 

2 

2 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified 
under  Regulations  of  1952  for 
first  time  during  year 

3 

2 



1 

(c)  Other  additions,  transfers  etc. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(d)  Cases  removed  from  Register 
during  year,  including  recov- 
eries or  deaths  (excluding 
deaths  of  un-notified  cases)  ... 

8 

1 

1 

( e ) Cases  on  Register  at  end  of 
1969  

26 

13 

1 

3 

The  three  males  notified  as  respiratory  infections  were  all  in 
the  age  group  45-64  years,  one  of  the  female  patients  in  the  group 
1 -2  years  and  the  second  in  the  75  years  and  over  group. 

The  female  non-pulmonary  case  was  in  the  35-44  years  age 
group. 


(b)  Analysis  of  Reasons  for  removal  of  case  names  from  Register'. 


Reason  for  Removal 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

from  Register 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Regarded  Recovered 

4 

1 

1 

— 

Removed  from  Area 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Died 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Again  there  were  no  deaths  of  un-notified  cases  of  tuberculosis 
while  of  the  three  deaths  occurring  among  registered  patients  one 
was  assigned  to  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system. 
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(c)  Mass  Radiography  Service  : 

Visits  were  made  to  the  Eastern  and  Western  Docks  in  August 
of  1969  by  a Mass  X-Ray  Unit  of  the  South-East  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  request  of  the  Chest  Physician. 

In  all  1008  films,  including  repeats  and  comprising  944  males 
and  64  females,  were  taken.  Seven  instances  of  inactive  tuberculosis 
(6  males,  1 female)  were  reported. 
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SECTION  G.  METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIONS 
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J.  A.  BYRNE.,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  & H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Health  Department, 

86  M a ison  Dieu  Road. 

Dover. 


To  • The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dover 
acting  as  the  Port  Health  Authority  of  Port  of  Dover. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Department  in  1969  in  its  administration  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  the 
Borough  Authority  in  its  capacity  as  Port  Health  Authority  : the  Report 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions  and  guidance  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

Yet  again  the  amount  of  shipping  from  the  foreign  ports  entering  the 
district  showed  an  increase  in  both  tonnage  and  number  of  vessels  : passen- 
ger traffic  too  was  up,  both  the  inward  and  outward  travellers  increasing 
their  numbers  from  the  previous  year  by  approximately  100,000  each.  The 
slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  aliens  and  Commonwealth  immigrants 
medically  examined  continued  the  trend  of  recent  years  but  does  not  lessen 
the  demands  on  the  medical  staff  whose  attendance  at  the  Marine  Station 
continues  as  a routine  while  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  frequency 
of  the  services  arriving  at  the  Eastern  Docks  necessitates  my  Deputy  and 
myself  sharing  twenty-four  hours  “ on  call 

Over  a quarter  of  a million  tons  of  foodstuffs  were  recorded  as  having 
entered  through  the  Port  and  while  almost  four-fifths  of  this  total  com- 
prised fruit  and  vegetables  there  were  over  31.000  tons  of  meat  and  meat 
products  to  be  vetted  ; canned  foods,  including  meats,  totalled  over  11,000 
tons.  The  greater  part  of  the  meat  and  canned  meat  imports  enters  by  way 
of  the  “ roll-on  roll-off  ” traffic  at  the  Eastern  Docks  arriving  from  Zee- 
brugge  and  Calais  and  here  increased  services  necessitated  increased  man- 
hours in  inspectorial  duties.  Current  developments  at  the  Eastern  Docks  will 
further  increase  commitments  and  as  an  emergency  measure  and  in  an 
attempt  to  give  twenty-hour  cover  the  appointment  of  two  additional  Public 
Health  Inspectors  has  now  been  approved  but  I must  warn  that  in  my 
opinion  experience  will  show  that  this  increased  establishment  will  still  be 
insufficient  to  meet  full  Borough  and  Port  commitments,  particularly  in 
times  of  staff  holidays  and  in  the  event  of  staff  sickness. 

The  work  of  port  health  control  in  a port  such  as  Dover  with  its 
preponderance  of  cross-channel  traffic  could  so  easily  resolve  into  just 
routine  work  but  reference  to  the  one  or  two  incidents  which  I have  men- 
tioned in  the  following  pages  will  surely  show  the  need  for  unrelaxed 
vigilance. 

This  is  the  first  report  that  I have  presented  in  my  capacity  as  Port 
Medical  Officer  and  I should  like  to  end  this  preamble  as  did  always  my 
predecessor,  Dr.  C.  F.  Lynch,  by  extending  my  sincere  thanks  to  H.M. 
Customs  and  Immigration  Authorities,  to  the  officers  of  the  Dover  Harbour 
Board  and  British  Railways,  to  George  Hammond  & Co.  (Shipping)  Ltd., 
and  last  but  not  least  to  the  members  of  the  staff  of  my  Department,  for  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  so  willingly  given  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant. 


17th  February.  1970. 


J.  A.  BYRNE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  District  During  the  Year 
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INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 

NIL 

WATER  SUPPLY 

NO  CHANGE 

Ten  samples  were  submitted  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination,  nine  from  quayside  hydrants  and  one  from  another 
point  serving  shipping  in  the  dock  area,  all  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Samples  from  the  British  Railways  supply  on  the  cross-channel 
runs  were  taken  by  the  Railway  Medical  Authorities  and  copy 
reports  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  ETealth. 

Following  receipt  of  a report  from  the  Health  Authorities  of 
the  previous  port  of  call  of  an  unsatisfactory  sample  of  water  from 
a British  cargo  vessel,  the  vessel’s  fresh  water  tanks  were  emptied 
and  sterilised  under  supervision  before  being  replenished.  Sub- 
sequent sampling  from  the  tanks  proved  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS  1966 

NO  CHANGE 

Two  incidents  constituting  breaches  of  these  Regulations  were 
reported  during  the  year  : 

(1)  Regulation  14(1)  : (Notification  of  infectious  or  suspected 
infectious  disease  on  board  ship). 

A vessel  arrived  with  a woman  passenger  showing  severe  sym- 
toms  of  gastro-enteritis  whose  condition  was  not  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  health  staff  until  after  disembarkation  ; she  had 
reported  sick  on  boarding  and  had  been  in  the  care  of  the  stewardess 
during  passage. 

Other  evidence  indicated  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
Shipping  Operators’  employees  but  unfortunately  this  evidence  could 
not  be  corroborated. 

(2)  Regulation  18(1)  : (Restrictions  on  boarding  or  leaving  a ship 
from  a foreign  port). 

The  contravention  in  this  instance  concerned  the  illegal  board- 
ing of  a cargo  vessel  from  the  Mediterranean  Area  by  a dock  labour 
force  without  my  permission  before  the  vessel  had  been  visited  and 
cleared  by  the  Customs  Authorities  and  in  spite  of  representations 
by  the  Master  and  First  Officer  of  the  vessel. 


In  both  instances  letters  of  caution  were  ordered  to  be  sent 
by  the  Port  Health  Authority  as  the  non-availability  of  essential 
witnesses  precluded  the  institution  of  proceedings. 
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SMALLPOX 


1.  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent 
from  the  district  : 

The  River  Hospitals. 

(Lons  Reach), 

HARTFORD, 

Kent. 

2.  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by 
ambulance,  giving  the  name  of  the  authority  responsible  for  the 
ambulance  and  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews  : 

Ambulance  of  Canterbury  City  Council  available  on  request. 
Special  ambulance  crew  provided  by  the  same  Authority. 

3.  Name  of  Smallpox  consultant  available  : 

Medical  Officer, 

The  River  Hospitals, 

(Long  Reach), 

HARTFORD, 

Kent. 

4.  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  for  smallpox  : 

Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Colindale  Avenue, 

Colindale,  London, 

N.W.9. 

5.  Action  Taken  : 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  incident  when  five  Pakistanis 
illegally  entered  the  country  through  Dover  Port ; they  were  dis- 
covered hiding  in  the  rear  of  a caravan  and  were  subsequently  held 
under  detention.  They  had  apparently  left  Pakistan  by  air  only  two 
or  three  days  previously  ; none  bore  evidence  of  vaccination  or 
possessed  Certificates  of  Vaccination. 

Immediate  action  was  taken  for  the  vaccination  of  the  im- 
migrants and  of  those  port  and  police  officials  numbering  forty-one 
who  had  been  in  contact. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Special  Clinic,  Buckland  Hospital,  Dover. 

Tuesday  and  Thursday — 9.30  a.m.- 10.30  a.m. 

Patients  from  high  seas  dealt  with  for  first  time  at  the  Clinic 
during  the  year  : Syphilis — Nil  ; Gonorrhoea — 3 ; Other  condi- 
ions — 4. 
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Fifteen  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  two  cases  of  suspected  post  typhoid  infection  were  Paki- 
stanis referred  for  examination  under  the  Commonwealth  Immi- 
grants Act,  1962.  In  the  case  of  one,  a 26  year  old  student,  there 
was  a history  of  the  disease  in  Karachi  some  three  months  prior  to 
his  arrival  in  this  country  but  it  was  stated  that  he  had  not  been 
hospitalized,  neither  had  he  ever  been  bacteriologically  cleared. 
Admitted  to  hospital  for  investigation,  he  was  given  Laboratory 
clearance  but  was  ultimately  refused  entry  on  other  than  medical 
grounds. 

The  second  man  had  in  his  possession  a letter  from  the  Medical 
Officer,  JHALUM,  stating  that  he  had  been  under  recent  treatment 
during  a period  of  nearly  six  months  for  typhoid  fever.  Again  it 
transpired  that  no  bacteriological  investigations  had  been  made  at 
any  time  and  the  patient  was  admitted  into  hospital  at  Dover  for 
the  necessary  tests.  Three  urine  and  faeces  cultures  were  negative 
while  serologically  there  was  evidence  of  a past  Para-Typhoid  B 
infection.  On  this  evidence  the  man  was  cleared  for  admission  to 
this  country  and  proceeded  to  the  care  of  friends  in  Doncaster. 
Subsequent  to  his  discharge  from  hospital  however  the  Laboratory 
reported  that  a further  test  on  the  third  faeces  specimen  had  isolated 
a salmonella  organism  proved  to  be  s.  para  typhi  B.  Immediate 
action  was  taken  to  trace  this  immigrant  who  had  by  now  moved 
to  Sheffield  : here  he  was  found  to  living  in  a restaurant  whence 
he  was  re-admitted  to  hospital  for  further  observation  and  necessary 
treatment. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURRENCE 
OF  MALARIA  IN  SHIPS 

No  cases  of  malaria  were  reported  during  the  year. 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED  WITH 
OR  SUSPECTED  FOR  PLAGUE 

No  measures  were  necessary  during  1969. 

In  the  event  of  finding  plague-infected  rats,  vessels  would  be 
boomed  off  and  fumigation  of  all  compartments  carried  out  with 
H.C.N. 


MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS 
FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 

1 . Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats  : 

Trade  of  port  consists  chiefly  of  cross-channel  traffic,  vessels 
of  which  are  subject  to  half-yearly  inspections  in  connection  with 
the  issue  of  the  necessary  certificates  under  Regulation  19  of  the 
Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1966. 
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Additionally,  any  evidence  of  the  presence  of  rodents  on  board 
occurring  in  the  interval  would  be  immediately  reported  by  the 
British  Railways  Authority. 

Other  vessels  entering  the  port  are  subject  to  routine  inspection 
by  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

Port  of  Dover  approved  and  designated  for  the  issue  of  both 
Deratting  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  under  Regulation 
19  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1966. 

2.  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examin- 
ation of  rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including 
the  number  of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year  : 

Although  no  action  was  necessary  in  1969  any  rats  found  on 
ships  would  be  sent  for  necessary  examination  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Maidstone. 

3.  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods 
used,  and,  if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the 
contractor  : 

Deratting  of  ships  would  be  carried  out  by  specialist  firm  using 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  under  the  direction  of  Port  Health  Inspec- 
tors : in  view  of  infrequency  of  need  for  this  operation  no  specialist 
firm  under  contract. 

Minor  infestations  are  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority’s 
Rodent  Operator  using  Warfarin  mainly. 

4.  Progress  in  the  rat- proofing  of  ships  : 

No  active  measures  requested  during  1969.  With  regard  to  the 
cross-channel  vessels,  rat  proofing  of  store-rooms  effectively  main- 
tained. Any  deficienees  found  in  these  or  other  vessels  would  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  masters  and  owners. 

Table  E 

Rodents  Destroyed  During  the  Year  in  Ships  from  Eoreign 

Ports 

Category  Number 

Black  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Brown  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Species  not  known  ...  ...  ...  — 

Sent  for  examination  ...  ...  — 

Infected  with  Plague  — 

The  presence  of  rats  on  board  ship  was  not  reported  by  any 
arriving  vessel  during  the  year  nor  discovered  during  routine  in- 
spection. 

Minor  brown  rat  infestations  only  were  encountered  in  the 
Dock  area. 
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No  notices  were  served  during  the  year  under  review,  and  in 
fact  only  very  minor  deficiences  were  noted. 

It  was  necessary  to  give  formal  warning  to  the  British  Rail- 
ways Marine  Department  relating  to  a contravention  by  one  of  the 
cross-channel  Train  Ferry  Service  vessels  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Per- 
mitted Periods)  (Vessels)  Regulations.  1958. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL  FISH)  REGULATIONS 

1934  and  1948 

NO  CHANGE 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS  AND 
COMMONWEALTH  IMMIGRANTS 

1.  List  of  Medical  Inspectors  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment 

(at  31.12.69)  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  G.  L.  Brocklehurst 

Dr.  J.  Brown 

Dr.  P.  H.  Garrard 

Dr.  W.  Irvine 

Dr.  E.  T.  Manley 

Dr.  P.  Ronchetti 

Dr.  A.  K.  Thomas 

2.  List  of  other  staff  engaged  on  this  work  : 

Aliens  Nurse  Mrs.  A.  L.  Brothwell,  S.R.N. 

Relief  Nurses  Mrs.  W.  M.  Betts,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  J.  Burgess,  S.E.A.N. 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Kelt,  S.E.A.N. 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Lamoon,  S.E.A.N. 

Mrs.  B.  Slater,  S.R.N. 

3.  Organisation  of  Work  : 

NO  CHANGE 

4.  Nature  and  amount  of  aliens  traffic  : 


Number  of  aliens  arriving  at  the  port  and  dealt  with  by  the 
Medical  Inspector  : 


Year 

Total  Aliens 

Medically 

Examined 

Percentage  of  Total 
Medically  Examined 

1967 

599,359 

6,403 

1.07 

1968 

705,865 

6,372 

0.903 

1 969 

821,837 

6,020 

0.73 
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Categories  in  which  aliens  were  examined  : 


Holding  Ministry  of  Labour  Permits 
Intending  to  make  their  home  in 

the  United 

4,884 

Kingdom 

1 ,020 

Visitors  

106 

Business  Visitors 

— 

Returning  Residents 

10 

Aliens  in  Transit 

— 

Other 

Total 

6,020 

The  Certificates  issued  to  the  Immigration  Officer  numbered 
45,  28  of  the  aliens  concerned  being  refused  permission  to  land. 
Five  were  stated  by  the  Immigration  Officer  to  have  been  refused 
entry  on  medical  grounds. 

The  rate  of  certificates  issued  in  respect  of  aliens  examined 
was  0.747%  compared  with  1.1 14%  for  1968. 
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Table  1.  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 
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Number  of  Vessels  attended  by  the  Medical  Inspector  : 1,445 

The  figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  number  of  aliens  stated  by  the  Immigration  Officer  to  have  been  refused 

entry  solely  on  medical  grounds. 


Table  2.  Monthly  Figures  oe  Aliens  Medic  ally  Examined 


Month 

Marine 

Station 

Ferry 

Dock 

Eastern 

Docks 

Total 

January 

450 

45 

36 

531 

February 

280 

12 

19 

311 

March 

422 

124 

94 

640 

April 

494 

71 

63 

628 

May 

582 

58 

52 

692 

June 

442 

122 

43 

607 

July 

447 

61 

36 

544 

August 

265 

29 

41 

335 

September 

419 

54 

33 

506 

October 

413 

77 

24 

514 

November 

354 

68 

19 

441 

December 

224 

39 

8 

271 

Total 

4,792 

760 

468 

6,020 

5.  Nature  and  amount  of  Commonwealth  Traffic  : 

(a) 


\ 

Arriving 
Common- 
wealth 
Citizens 
subject  to 
Control 

Medically 

Examined 

% of  Total 
Medically 
Examined 

Reports 

Issued 

1967  

75,767 

181 

0.239% 

12 

1968  

79.752 

299 

0.375% 

15 

1 969  

89,140 

239 

0.268% 

13 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Reports  issued  : 


Nature  of  Report 

No.  of 
Reports 

Refused 

Entry 

A.  Suffering  from  mental  disorder  ... 

2 

2 

B.  (1)  Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

1 

1 

B.  (2)  Likely  to  require  major  medical 

treatment 

10 

3 

Refusal  stated  to  be  on  purely  medical  grounds 

NIL 


(c)  Monthly  Figures  of  Immigrants  Medically  Examined  : 


Month 

Marine 

Station 

Ferry 

Dock 

Eastern 

Docks 

January 

3 

1 

February 

5 

1 

— 

March 

1 1 

1 



April 

22 

7 

May  ... 

15 

— 

3 

June  ... 

40 

6 

5 

July 

15 

9 



August 

50 





September  ... 

19 



4 

October 

19 

November  ... 

4 

1 

December 

3 

— 

Total  ... 

206 

T 8 

15 

TOTAL  ...  239 


6.  Accommodation  for  Medical  Inspection  and  Examination  : 

NO  CHANGE 


SECTION  XVI— MISCELLANEOUS 

( Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died 

from  infectious  disease ) 

NO  CHANGE 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

(1)  Action  taken  under  the  Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968,  and  other  appropriate  statutory  instruments. 

251,  277  tons  8 cwts.  of  various  foodstuffs  were  recorded  as  having  entred  through  the  port  during  the  year. 
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Foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  totalled  12  tons  17  cwts. 
3 qrs.  5 lbs.,  a decrease  of  approximately  50  tons  on  the  figure  for 
1968. 


Country  of  Origin 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

lbs. 

Spain 

4 

2 

1 

24 

Fruit 

16 

3 

0 

Tinned  Fruit 

1 

12 

1 

20 

Tinned 

Vegetables 

1 

10 

2 

4 

Apricot  Pulp 

18 

6 

0 

Potatoes 

9 

2 

24 

Tomatoes 

16 

0 

0 

Onions 

3 

2 

27 

Tomato  Paste 

1 

1 

16 

Fruit  Juices 

Cyprus 

1 

18 

1 

18 

Fruit 

Egypt  

1 

0 

24 

Potatoes 

Switzerland 

2 

0 

18 

Meat 

Belgium 

1 

2 

0 

Meat 

2 

3 

22 

Canned  Meat 

Yugoslavia 

0 

9 

4 

Meat 

Total. 

12 

17 

3 

5 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  removed  to  the  Corporation’s  con- 
trolled refuse  tip  and  there  buried  or  incinerated  (according  to  the 
bulk  and  nature  of  the  foodstuff)  under  supervision  by  the  Depart- 
ment. 

2.  'The  Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968  : 

The  increase  in  the  “ roll-on  roll-off  ” freight  services  at  the 
Eastern  Docks  threw  a considerable  strain  on  the  Department’s 
very  limited  staff  resources  in  its  implementation  of  these  Regu- 
lations, particularly  in  the  examination  of  meat  and  meat  products, 
for  which  it  is  considered  one  hundred  per  cent  cover  by  the 
“ authorised  officers  ” is  essential.  To  attain  this  it  was  found 
necessary  occasionally  to  resort  to  the  “ removal  prohibition  ” 
measures  contained  in  Article  11  of  the  Regulations  but  since 
understandably,  and  for  obvious  reasons,  this  action  did  not  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  Flarbour  Authorities,  Shipping  operators 
and  Agents,  it  was  invoked  only  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity. 
Space  will  not  allow  elaboration  on  this  and  other  aspects  of  the 
problems  of  port  food  inspection  and  the  execution  of  the  Regula- 
tions but  it  is  hoped  that  the  proposed  staff  and  salaries  review  will 
result  in  an  increased  establishment  of  “ authorised  officers  ” there- 
by considerably  easing  the  difficulties  so  evident  in  the  year  under 
review. 

Fourteen  notifications  under  Article  5(3)(c)  of  the  Regulations 
were  forwarded  to  inland  authorities  enclosing  copy  undertakings 
given  by  the  importers  not  to  unseal  the  containers  until  they  had 
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reached  their  destinations  while  six  notices  of  deferred  Customs 
examination  were  sent  under  Article  5(5)  of  the  Regulations. 


(а)  Regulations  12-13  : Official  Certificates  etc.  : 

Strict  attention  was  paid  to  the  requirement  of  the  Regulations 
covering  official  Certificate  procedure  and  prohibited  meat  : the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  : 

Prohibited  Meat  : 

(1)  562  cartons  Pork  Rinds  (Swedish)  : released  under  seal  for 

processing  into  pet  food  ; 

(2)  618  cartons  Sow  Fat  (Swedish)  : exported  ; 

(3)  13  cases  Smoked  Pork  Back  Fat  (Hungarian)  : exported  ; 

(4)  336  Pigs  Stomachs  (Swedish)  : released  under  seal  for  pro- 

cessing into  pet  food  ; 

(5)  325  cartons  Pork  Rinds  (Danish)  : released  on  undertaking 

from  importer  that  rinds  would  be  used  for  industrial 
purposes ; 

(б)  1 ,045  cartons  Pork  Rinds  (Danish)  : released  on  undertaking 

from  importers  that  rinds  would  be  diverted  to  pet  food 
manufacture  ; 

(7)  2 cases  Beef  Ffamburgers  (Danish)  : destroyed. 

(8)  300  cartons  Pork  Rind  (Danish)  : diverted  for  manufacture 

of  pet  foods. 

Official  Certificates  : 

Chilled  Beef  (Poland) — two  consignments  released  after  con- 
sultations with  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and 
representations  from  Polish  Embassy.  Total  weight  26  tons  14  cwt. 

(1)  Frozen  Boneless  Beef  (Ffolland)  : Exported.  Total  weight  11 

tons  1 cwt. 

(2)  Fresh  Cow  Beef  (Forequarters)  and  Fresh  Boneless  Beef  (Bel- 

gium) : Exported.  Total  weight  8 tons  9 cwt. 

(3)  3 cartons  Meat  Products  (Hungarian)  : Destroyed. 

(4)  3 cartons  Meat  Products  (Yugoslavian)  : Released,  as  samples 

only. 


(b)  Sampling'.  Total  number  of  samples  submitted  131, 
Chemical  examination  being  carried  out  on  129  samples  and  bac- 
teriological examination  on  27. 

One  additional  sample  was  taken  for  visual  examination  of 
canning  and  contents. 
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The  Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968,  extended  the  period 
during  which  food  could  be  detained  for  “ special  procedure  ” 
from  two  to  six  days  (exclusive  of  Saturdays,  Sundays  and  public 
holidays)  and  where  analysis  is  required  this  is  a most  useful  ex- 
tension although  still  with  its  limitations. 

On  one  occasion  during  the  year  resort  was  had  to  this  pro- 
cedure in  respect  of  a consignment  of  canned  cooked  boneless  pork 
shoulder,  from  a previous  consignment  of  which  a sample,  not 
giving  entirely  satisfactory  results,  had  been  procured.  The  consign- 
ment was  cleared  upon  receipt  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  sample 
reports. 

The  sampling  covered  a wide  range  of  products  and  generally 
very  satisfactory  reports  were  received,  only  minor  infringements 
mostly  in  respect  of  labelling  were  reported. 
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